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R.J:  A Japanese WWII History 
Weaponry Enthusiast 

By Ellery Harris 
 

Roderick Jarae Hernandez Pierce, or better known as R.J, is 
a WWII history and weaponry enthusiast. He is fifteen years of age 
and attends Saipan International School.  His passion is WWII histo-
ry and weaponry.  R.J has worked with several groups concerning 
WWII history and weaponry. R.J also does martial arts with Japa-
nese Katanas. Those are just some facts about this extraordinary 
young adult, and his passion. 

R.J has many plans and ideas for finding and restoring Jap-
anese artifacts. One of his plans has to do with the Japanese tank on 
Beach Road. He plans on painting it, fixing the exterior, and possi-
bly the interior. He basically wants to restore it to its former glory, 
and wants the restoration to be as accurate as possible. He also wants 
to work with a Japanese Type 97 Chi Ha early tank, Type 1-47mm 
Anti-tank gun, Japanese 120mm AA gun, and other World War II 
armament. Research has proven difficult for the Japanese artifacts, 
since there is a of the lack of documents and records, due to fire 
bombings in the mainland of Japan.  There has also been very little 
care and preservation of the war documents. 

Overall,  R.J hasnôt had to worry about money issues asso-
ciated with preservation. He does not know how much the cost will 
be,  and the person who is helping R.J has refused to accept any 
money from R.J. He is planning to personally pay someone to put a 
Japanese anti-tank gun in the back of their pickup truck to transport 
it to the site it is needed at. So far money has not been in the way, 
and hopefully he can find someone to move the Japanese anti-tank 
gun for a reasonable price. 

Continued on pg. 2 

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO WITH 
YOUR LIFE? 
By : Zlata Vekhova 

 
When you finish college, and you need to get a job, what would 
you do? Would you work as a doctor? A pilot? Or even start 
your own business? I asked a few people from my class to see 
what future they plan on having. 

I asked four people, and their replies were very inter-
esting. Ellery (seventh grade) said she was planning on going to 
school to be a vet. Stella (eighth grade) wasnôt sure what job 
she was planning on, but she wants to move into an apartment, 
with her family. Emily (seventh grade) is deciding to be a 
makeup artist and move to Korea or the US. Sydney (seventh 
grade) wants to travel, and observe new things. 

Most of the SIS elementary students  want to be doc-
tors, engineers, teachers, or firefighters. Also a majority donôt 
know yet. Fourth and fifth graders mostly want to be athletes, 
chefs, or veterinarians. 

Unique futures are planned out by SIS kids. What do 
you want your life to be? It is a very exciting journey ahead! 

SIS 

Halloween Carival ðFUN FOR 

EVERYONE!  

 October 27,  marked the annual SIS Halloween Carnival 

for kids.  Our middle and high school students set up booths for 

their younger peers as part of the celebration!  This yearôs booths 

included musical chairs, pumpkin toss, Plinko and the annual 

Haunted House.  In addition, our volunteer fundraising parents 

worked tirelessly to provide a variety of food options to help raise 

money for SIS kids and projects.  It was a wonderful, expecially 

for our guest puppy! 

The SIS Gecko Gazette ðThe Scope  
A school newspaper to bring the SIS community together 



Things To Do On Our  
Island 

By: Sydney Lim and Huiwon Jeong 
 
 
Saipan is an island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, that is 
one of the Northern Marianas Island.  Saipan is famous for 
fresh air, ocean, and good weather. Saipan may be small but 
there are plenty of activities and a variety of foods to keep 
everyone busy. 

When you go on a tour, you would get hungry and 
of course you would want to eat something traditional. There 
are few traditional foods to eat. Local people love sliced raw 
fish. This is the top local food in Saipan. Another food is 
lobsters in coconut milk, which is lobsters in the coconut 
milk sauce with a great chilli taste. There are also Chamorro-
style empanada, Lumpia, Coconut. 

There are many options to do for activities. One of 
the places that are loved a lot is Managaha. Managaha is a 
good place to go swimming.  So is Grotto which is in a natu-
ral cave like formation on the Northern end of the Island. If 
you donôt like swimming you can do outside activities too, 
such as Jungle tour,  Paragliding, Star Tour, and ATV. 

The best tour attractions are Banzai Cliff. Banzai 
Cliff is a cliff where Japanese soldiers and citizens jumped 
down during World War II. Some of the soldiers were saved 
by American ships. Many people go to the cliff in the even-
ing to enjoy the view of the stars that are twinkling in the 
sky. The second tourist attractions is Suicide Cliff. Suicide 
Cliff is a cliff with no ocean beneath it, unlike Banzai Cliff. 
Many Japanese people jumped down and died. On Saipan, 
we can never forget the tragedy of WWII.. 

Saipan can be an be a small place. There are still a 
lot of things to eat and thing to do. A lot of people favor 
Saipan because of itôs good weather and oceans. Saipan is a 
good place to go visiting or for vacation. People should 
know more about Saipan and come to relax in the sun and on 
the beaches. 
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 Not everything has been smooth sailing, some 
problems he has come across are that some of the compa-
nies that R.J has contacted has refused to reply because of 
his age. Other companies have refused for the fear of being 
judged politically about their actions of supporting a pro-
ject in which a Japanese war tank is being rebuilt because 
of the history of Japan in the Second World War. He is 
finding it more challenging to get approval for this project 
but is determined and in the future he is planning to talk to 
the mayor of Saipan about it. SIS is very proud to have R.J. 
as part of the SIS family and hopes his passion for his in-
terest inspires others to follow their passions. 

Geckos of the NMI Mariana 

Team Compete in Guam!  

By Coach Snyder 

 A fantastic congratulations to our Geckos, Tania, 

Mailka, Clayton, Alex and JayHook who completed in Guam 

representing the NMI National Team!  



 

Interact Come to SIS  

By Peter Tenorio 

What is Interact? And no, I donôt mean ñinteractò 
the word, I mean interact the program! To find out the 
answer to this question I decided to ask a member of the 
Interact program, Prunella Pellegrino who was not only a 
member but the President of the SIS Interact chapter.  

Once I met up with the President of the SIS Inter-
act chapter, I asked her what is the Interact program as I 
had never heard of the program before. Prunella cooly 
answered my question by explaining that the Interact pro-
gram was a group of students ranging from the ages of 13-
18 from various high-schools in Saipan that work to help 
the community. Another group sponsoring the Interact 
program is the Rotary Club.  Rotary is a business associa-
tion which focuses on aiding the community and has dif-
ferent chapters around the world. Prunella also stated that 
so far they have started a program to care for and rehabili-
tate of abandoned dogs and animals through Saipan Cares, 
and are planning on starting more programs to help the 
community.  

At the end of my interview I decided to fulfill my 
curiosity and ask her why she joined the Interact program, 
and she told me the main reason she joined was due to her 
father being a previous member and that his leadership 
had inspired her to join since she was a kid. With that kind 
of a background story, this most definitely shows that 
Prunella is an upstanding individual who works to em-
body the Interact programs motto of ñService Over Self!ò. 
After talking to Prunella, I canôt wait to see what the In-
teract program can achieve for our local community! 

Arthurės Play Corner 

By Arthur Sonheim 

 

*This week on Arthurôs play corner we ask fellow 
SIS students to choose from the 18 different flavours 
of Spam. 
 
Spam for dinner, spam for breakfast, and spam for 
lunch. Spam surrounds our everyday life on the is-
land and I promise you will not enter a supermarket 

Mrs. Jang: the International  

 in Saipan International 

School  
 

By Michael Ren 
 

Our Gecko faculty has once again overachieved 
and made us proud of who we are. Long time Chinese teach-
er, Mrs Celia Jang, has been cordially accepted to join the 
2017 Chinese Bridge Delegation, a week long education 
program within China. This program is sponsored by Confu-
cius Institute Headquarters, and is being overseen in the 
United States by the College Board. Mrs Jang will be shar-
ing her best practices while deepening her understanding of 
China, and building partnerships with Chinese school. This 
in turn helps our teachers improve their teaching abilities to 
be able to better educate future Geckos. As for the slackers 
wondering what theyôll be doing in Mandarin class during 
Mrs Jangôs leave, donôt worry, she's left plenty of work for 
you. 

What Class Do You Enjoy 

Most, And Why?  

by : Zlata Vekhova 

Saipan International School has so many fun classes! 

Have you ever wondered where the students like to go. I have de-

cided to do a poll on five classes, Electives, English, Math, Sci-

ence, P.E. Letôs find out what people here like! 

I asked eleven people on what their thoughts were. Five 

people voted for electives, Four for English, two for math, and no 

one opted for science and PE. Maybe both those classes make 

students sweat too much! 

People who voted for math said that they liked it because 

they got to think more. The voters for English said that they liked 

the class because of the teacher, also that they like writing, and the 

concept of Language Arts. Students said that they like electives 

because you get to meet new people, and you get a choice.  

In my opinion I enjoy electives, because like my peers 

said, you get a choice, and that it is really fun to meet new kids.  


